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 The purpose of the present study was to elucidate the characteristics of Kyoto during 
the Late Middle Ages through observation of the personal relationships of people in 
Kyoto and surrounding areas. 
 
 Regarding Kyoto's character as a city in this era, there is exemplary prior research in 
the form of Tatsusaburo Hayashiya's "Machishuron." According to Hayashiya, 
"machishu" is a term referring to people being based in a town and locally living a 
communal life. Within the machishu,, the leadership positions were the "doso" (money 
brokers) and "sakaya" (sake merchants). 
 
In previous studies, it was thought that doso and sakaya were merchants conducting 
money lending businesses. There are two main pieces of information concerning doso 
and sakaya gleaned from previous research. First, the Muromachi shogunate imposed 
and collected a tax called the doso and sakaya tax. The other piece of information 
concerns the activities of the Mount Hiei Enryaku Monastery monks, who were 
associated with collecting the doso and sakaya tax. In any case, the definition and form 
of existence of the doso and sakaya have not yet been fully examined. 
 
Because these things have yet to be examined, researchers have different ways to 
view doso and sakaya. This means that according to researchers, there are a variety of 
definitions for "Machishu". Thus, in the research on Kyoto city's character, it doesn’t 
become clearly defined since the premise is not constant. 
 
The principal aim of the present study was to look back on and re-examine the 
research on doso. In Chapter 1, while re-examining the historical records that have been 
regarded as the doso register of names, we have focused our attention on the Omori clan 
who appear often in these records. In Chapter 2, we re-examine old records used in prior 
research and explore fundamental questions such as what kind of people the doso were. 
In Chapter 3, we uncover research from the Meiji era that indicates doso were 
positioned as money lenders, and we discuss how this understanding does not match 
current research standards. 
 
   In two addendums about the Kyoto economy in the middle ages we also elucidated 
the characteristics of Kyoto. 
 
 
 
